
Renewal [Smallish Community] Member Covenant 

As members of a Renewal [Smallish Community], we recognize that we are embarking on an unpredictable and 
demanding journey alongside other imperfect human beings. As such, we must be intentional from the outset 
about our commitments to one another. Although some responsibilities of being an active [Smallish 
Community] member will vary from season to season, we believe that the following commitments form an 
ongoing foundation for our shared life together. We make these commitments as a community, holding one 
another accountable to persevere in them. 

We promise to God and one another that we will be… 

1.     Present 

As a group of people striving to love one another deeply and follow Jesus faithfully, we commit to being 
present with one another and with God. 

Being present with one another, we agree to practice the discipline of physical and emotional proximity. 
We will make our scheduled gatherings a regular priority, we will seek to include one another in our daily 
lives, and we will stay in touch even when we are not together. Recognizing that true community cannot 
happen from a distance, we will be generous with our time for the good of our brothers and sisters. Being 
present with God, we agree to be a community marked by worship. Because our shared identity is derived 
from God himself, we recognize we cannot have communion with one another apart from a deep and 
abiding communion with him. Through the incarnation of Jesus Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 
we believe that God has drawn near to us; therefore, we will listen to his voice and respond to his leading. 

[See Acts 2:44-47; 2 Corinthians 3:17-18; Colossians 3:15-17; Hebrews 10:24-25] 

2.     Open 

As a group of people called to join the redemptive mission of God in this world, we commit to being 
hospitable and welcoming to all who cross our path. 

We will gladly invite and receive others into our community without precondition, judgment, or hostility. 
We will treat all people with dignity and respect—especially those who are different from us or do not 
share our beliefs and practices. Motivated by the grace of God, we will actively fight against a spirit of 
exclusivity or superiority that would lead us to be closed off from the neighbors we’ve been called to love. 
We will strive to cultivate a community that exists not for its own sake, but for the good of the world in 
which we live. And ultimately, we will prayerfully pursue the eventual multiplication of our microchurch as 
more and more people become a part of it. 

[See Acts 10:34-36; Romans 15:7; Hebrews 13:2] 

3.     Real 

As a group of people loved and accepted by God in Jesus Christ, we commit to being authentic and 
transparent in our relationships with one another. 

We will let go of the need to prove or justify ourselves by adopting a false sense of identity. Instead, we 
will let others see us as we truly are—imperfect and flawed, but in the process of being renewed by God’s 
grace. We will seek to be honest with one another and grant one another access into our lives. We will not 



celebrate our faults, nor will we hide them. Instead, we will invite one another to walk with us in the light 
of God’s grace toward healing and transformation. 

[See Ephesians 4:25; Colossians 3:9; James 5:16] 

4.     Caring 

As a group of people united as brothers and sisters in the family of Jesus, we commit to care for one 
another in tangible and loving ways. 

In seasons of celebration, we will give thanks together and share in one another’s joy. We will not be 
envious of one another’s blessings, but instead we will join them in thanksgiving. In situations of suffering, 
loss, or need, we will walk with one another in compassion and seek to provide practical assistance in any 
way we can. We will not regard our gifts, time, money, and possessions as our own; instead we will view all 
of God’s blessings as resources to be used for blessing others. Wherever there is a need in our midst, we 
will do all we can to address it in a generous and timely manner. As we seek God and pursue a path of 
wisdom, we will search for practical solutions that empower the person in need and move them toward 
long-term wholeness. 

[See Acts 4:34-35; Galatians 6:2; 1 John 3:18] 

5.     Humble 

As a group of people shaped by the radical selflessness of the cross, we commit to being radically selfless 
with one another. 

We will practice mutual submission in the full conviction that all of us are equal in standing before God. 
We will not exalt ourselves or insist on our own preferences. Instead, we will put the interests of our 
brothers and sisters above our own. We will demonstrate a teachable spirit in our interactions, seeking to 
learn from those who may see things differently than we do. We will make space for others to speak and 
listen attentively when they do. And we will accept rebuke and correction, knowing that our flaws are 
often more visible to others than they are to us. 

[See Romans 12:3-5; Galatians 5:26; Ephesians 5:21; Philippians 2:3-4] 

Together, these commitments form the acronym PORCH, which is a symbolic reminder of what we are striving 
to be: a shared family space that is at the same time both intimate and accessible. By faithfully following 
through on these commitments, we pray that God will make us a community of love where many can 
encounter the good news of Jesus and experience first-hand his renewal of all things. 

In addition to the commitments outlined above, we make the following commitments within our specific 
context and for the spiritual and missional health of our unique community: 

 

 


